pity, therefore, that in parts the book is needlessly repetitive, at times uncritical and at others verging on the anecdotal. But these criticisms are minor and the faults difficult to avoid in works of multiple authorship, even with ruthless editing. The up-to-date material, with its extensive documentation, is bound to be of great interest to all those concerned with human reproduction and for this reason can be recommended strongly.
G I M SWYER
The Clinical Apprentice A Handbook of Bedside Methods by John M Naish MD FRCP and A E A Read MD FRCP 3rd ed pp v+236 illustrated 21s Bristol: John Wright 1966 This small book is intended to fit the pocket and to be used by students starting clinical medicine. It still maintains its comprehensive nature while covering all that is required in terms of clinical measurement when dealing with the patient.
An interesting feature is the differentiation between the examination of the chronic and of the acute case, with the emphasis in the acute case on reaching a diagnosis as soon as possible. The emphasis is on practical aspects throughout and especially on common difficulties and problems. One of the difficult things in clinical medicine is to describe techniques and skills adequately and this volume succeeds in doing so.
The approach to the patient has not been neglected and it is interesting to see that etiquette receives some attention. This appears to be more necessary now than at the turn of the century and perhaps it could be expanded a little in the next edition. The chapter on examination of children and infants is succinct and yet comprehensive.
For those students who do not have a guide from their own schools about the first steps in clinical medicine the present volume will fill an important need and all students could read it with profit. J ANDERSON Fundamentals of Gynecology by Samuel J Behrman MB chB MS FRCOG FACS FACOG and John R G Gosling MD FACS FACOG 2nded ppxiv+484 illustrated 88s New York &c.: Oxford University Press 1966 Radical revision for this second edition makes it a worthy representative of the 'new wave' of gynwcological textbooks. It is refreshingly free from the minutiae of craft training and attempts to deal with gynaecology as an integral subject in basic medical science. Anatomy, endocrinology and genetics are given due prominence and the whole is lavishly spread with clear and original diagrams. So free is the text from technical detail that the one lapse into surgical illustration of two procedures for anteversion of the uterus lend unfortunate emphasis to this rarely needed operation. The clarity of the labelling technique of photomicrographs of histology is excellent, in contrast to the occasional less than clear photomicrographs of pathology.
The recent references are well chosenthe more historic occasionally betray sentimental attachments to beliefs which sometimes do not bear modern scrutiny, and if it is intended that the book should be used for reference the index requires amplification. Despite these shortcomings this is a book entirely in keeping with the teaching of fundamental modem gynecology, an excellent offspring of international parentage.
CHARLES P DOUGLAS
The Clinical Practice ofBacteriology by Kevin Anderson MD MRACP MCPA MCPath pp x + 243 illustrated 42s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1966 This is an excellent straightforward account of clinical bacteriology by an author who does not believe that a hospital bacteriologist should spend all his working day within the confines of his laboratory. In Dr Anderson's view, if the medical bacteriologist is to practise his specialty adequately, he must maintain close contact with the patient and his colleagues and must become an accepted part of the hospital scene, instead of making rare appearances as the harbinger of some dire bacteriological emergency.
This book is an account of how this should be done. Diseases are discussed in groups, such as staphylococcal infections, gastrointestinal infections and urinary tract infections. There are separate sections on clinical contacts, immunization, chemotherapy, collection of specimens, hospital infection and an appendix on sterilization. Dr Anderson has drawn freely on his own extensive experience to illustrate the points that he makes. It is not intended to be a textbook of practical bacteriology and much of the technical information found in such a book has been left out. While this makes for easy reading by either a bacteriologist or a clinician, it detracts from its value as a reference book. R This is an excellent book on the management of head injuries written by a neurological surgeon who has had a special interest in this subject for many years. During World War II, he had a vast experience of missile wounds, as well as of the closed injuries encountered in military practice; and after the war, his association with the accident service at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, and later at Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, provided the massive material on which this book is based.
It is a refreshingly practical book. Mr Lewin wastes little time on theories of concussion and elaborate pathological descriptions, and by page 9 he is dealing with first aid and transport problems. The next fifty pages are concerned with the initial examination and the basic problems of management. Thereafter, all the complications are described, together with the appropriate treatments; there is a particularly lucid section on the removal of extradural hxematomas which any competent surgeon should be able to follow. Similarly, the chapter on scalp wounds should be of value to general surgeons of all ages who have to deal with accidents. Indeed, the whole book could be read with profit by every young doctor embarking on hospital practice, and it should certainly be available for reference in every hospital library. There are no significant omissions, and it is likely to remain the standard work on the practical aspects of head injuries for many years to come.
JOE PENNYBACKER
Psychological Principles Appropriate to Social and Clinical Problems by J C Raven ppxx+187 £15s London: HKLewis 1966 This is a very individual production outlining various problems and achievements in methodology and theory relevant to clinical and social psychology. It is the outcome of Mr Raven's own thinking and his contacts with staff, students and patients during his twenty years as Director of the Department of Psychological Research at the Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries.
The book is in two parts. The first deals with practical issues arising in interviewing, in assessing and comparing what different people say and in the use or interpretation of questionnaire and mental test results. The second part reveals the theoretical co-ordinates which the author considers important for the adequate description of human behaviour and experience, and which guide his use of the practical methods discussed earlier. lie suggests a dimensional system highlighting, in successive chapters, the range, location and concentration of a person's attention, the intentional rather than simply the reactive aspects of his behaviour, his appreciation of value in thought and action, and the orderliness which characterizes his thinking and conduct. In the last chapters these concepts are related to the problems of individuality and personality.
The style of the book has a curiously 'oldfashioned' flavour, enhanced by many references to writers like William James, McDougall, Stout and Jung but its emphasis on the importance of conceptualizing interpersonal perceptions and behaviours as a basis for psychological classification accords with a flourishing 'new-fashioned' concern. Sometimes the author's interests seem narrower than chapter or section headings imply but the overall themes of the book are broad and usefully imaginative correctives to some of the limitations imposed by more strictly behaviouristic approaches.
J M M MAIR Essentials of Neurology by John N Walton TD MD FRCP 2nd ed pp xix + 435 illustrated 35s London: Pitman Medical 1966 The first edition of this excellent book appeared five years ago and has b_en deservedly popular amongst both medical students and postgraduates preparing for exams. The second edition has been well revised and brought up to date and some photographs showing methods of testing the action of individual muscles and of contrast radiology of the brain have been added. In spite of these changes the length of the book has increased by only twelve pages and it will certainly be an achievement if the author can keep its length down in subsequent editions by pruning. The second edition is even b3tter than the first and should be equally popular. Written by the consultant in charge of casualty at Leeds Royal Infirmary, this book is full of practical advice for the casualty officer. It cannot but disturb one, however, to read in the preface that those for whom it was writtenthe newly appointed casualty officer and his colleaguesare often left alone with no experienced senior available for advice. This book is no substitute for proper supervision, and I hope will never be regarded as such. It is, though, an invaluable source of commonsense advice to the casualty surgical officer, who should find it interesting spare-time reading. One of the best sections is on the management of the severely injured patient, but all facets of work in the casualty department are discussed, and there is even an interesting little chapter on the casualty officer in the witness box. Guidance on the preparation of medical reports might also have been useful here.
This second edition is an improvement upon the first. The section on multiple injuries has been
